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Happy New Year and Welcome back!
We would like to welcome everyone back to Nursery after the Christmas holiday. We hope you all
had a lovely new year, we look forward to what 2020 brings and what magical adventures we will
have together! We will be spending time settling the children back into our nursery routine and
observe the children to see what their interests are. We are always updating the environment in
response to the children's interests, to inspire and encourage the children to be involved and
therefore learning and developing all the time.

Look out for our room characters coming home for the weekend...
All of our key worker rooms have a special character that support learning and play within group
time. The children all become very found of these characters. This term we will start to send the
room characters home with the children over a weekend—each child will get a turn over the course
of this term and next. They will come home with a special bag full of things that are linked to the
room character and a note book to write down or include pictures of the adventures you have had
over the weekend. This is a fantastic opportunity to share home community news, it gives the
children the confidence to stand in front of the group to show and share what you have been up to!

School Places

Guinea Pig Rota
Our guinea pig Fluffy is loved by all in Nursery.
Fluffy is always looking for a holiday home over
weekends and school holidays. If you would be
interested in taking Fluffy home for a weekend
or the holidays please put your name down in
the school office and we will contact you when
he next needs a holiday home to go to! Caring
for a pet allows the children to develop their
skills and knowledge in a number of different
ways, from learning to
care for living things to
understanding how living things thrive and
survive.

Contacts us via: e-mail

We hope you have all applied for your school
place for September. The deadline for
applications was the 15th January. You will hear
where you child has been allocated a school place
on the 16th April.

PAWS—Parents Active with School
We had a fantastic first meeting with our PAWS
group last term, our next meeting is planned for
Friday the 25th Jan from 2-3pm
If anyone would like more information about our
parent group or would like to come along to the next
meeting please let us know, feel free to chat to Mrs
Cornes or Mrs Richardson with any questions or
queries you might have.

beechdale@durhamlearning.net
web site www.beechdale.durham.sch.uk
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Name in clothes and lunch bags

School Fund

Please could we remind everyone to ensure you put your child’s
name in all items of clothing, shoes and lunch boxes/water
bottles. This would be extremely helpful and would assist when
we have missing items in school.

Thank you for your regular donations to our school fund. It
enables us to purchase extra resources that extend and
enhance our curriculum, e.g. cooking ingredients, bird food,
finger paints, batteries for ICT toys, creative materials and
Forest School and allotment supplies. We have also been able
to purchase regular daily snacks for the children. Your
generosity is much appreciated.

Thank you!

The World Around us
As you know we have a link with another Nursery school in Nepal. Already this has opened up the children’s view to the greater world around
them, which is often a difficult task for our very young children. We will be continuing this link this term and preparing the children for when
the staff come all the way from Nepal to our Nursery.
We will also be introducing the children to China! And the celebration of Chinese New Year! We know some of you might share this celebration with the children and they might see things on the TV or in shops linked to this celebration. If you can encourage talk about this celebration and we will be testing the children’s taste buds when we have some Chinese food sample in for the day!

Forest School and Amazing Allotment

Karate taster sessions

Forest School is continuing this term and hopefully you have seen the
letter we have sent out via parent pay and on the app that informs you
of the new dates and times for your child’s group. This term the
sessions will be very weather dependant, we do go out in all the
weathers but as you know this term we must be ready for anything! If
the weather is to bad we will cancel the session. Please ensure your
child is dressed comfortably and appropriate for their session.

One of our parents has kindly offered
to deliver some early years karate
taster sessions. On Monday the 3rd
and Thursday the 13th Feb we plan to
deliver 20min sessions to all the key
worker groups across the day. This is
an exciting opportunity for the children to try something new and extend
their overall physical skills. More information will follow closer to the time.

Some of you might not be aware that we have an allotment area for our
Nursery children. Towards the end of this half term we might introduce
the children to the allotment area ready for the growing season!

Dates for your diary…
Sat 25th Jan —Chinese New Year celebrations
Mon 3rd and Thurs 13th Feb—Karate Taster session
Feb Half Term Holiday—17th—21st Feb
Tues 25th Feb—Pancake Day

Thursday 5th March—World Book Day
Easter Holidays—Mon 6th—Fri 17th April

Spring Target Postcards
Please look out for your child's postcard coming home just before the
Easter Holidays. This postcard tells
you what we are busy working with specifically for your child and gives you
some short brief fun ideas for ways
you could help at home to develop your
child's skills and knowledge.

