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Summer Term
The summer term is not quite as we had imagined, as I am sure is the case for many
of you at home. As a staff team we are slowly getting back together to plan and
prepare for the weeks ahead. As I sit in Nursery today instead of silence I can now
here chat, laughs, roars and even little screams of excitement—the noises I am
more use to hearing in Nursery which is great.
We have now opened Nursery to a limited number of children following the social
distancing and government guidelines that are currently in place to ensure all
children, staff and wider community are kept as safe as possible. The group that we
currently have in school are made up of key worker children and we are currently at
full capacity. Advice and guidelines are changing all the time and we are unsure at
this stage if we will be able to increase numbers before the end of term, we will
keep you update at all times if things change. If you would like to express an
interest in a place for your child during the next few weeks please get in touch with
the school and let us know your circumstances, especially if you qualify for key
worker support.
Things in Nursery look slightly different but the children don’t seem to have noticed
too much and are simply enjoying being back together with some of their friends.
They are encouraged to regularly wash their hands and are mainly enjoying an
outdoor curriculum. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

Magical Memory Rainbow Stones
We have already received some amazing stones for our special
Magical Memory Rainbow Stone area we have designated outside of Nursery. As a nursery we would like to create a special area for the children of
2019-2020 to take ownership of and share memories of their time at
Nursery. As we all know this has been a very strange year however there
is still a lot to celebrate in regards to all the children and how amazing
they have been during their time in Nursery and during their time at home.
If you can please take your time collect a stone and paint it with bright
colours, write a memory of Nursery and include your child's name some
where on the stone. We have some clear varnish in Nursery, we will give it
a coat of this before putting it outside. The area we have created for this
is just outside of main Nursery Entrance.

Learning Journals
You will be given the opportunity to
purchase your child’s learning journal at the end of term. These will
be on available for £4.00—we are
hoping to hold an event at the end
of term and this will also give you
an opportunity to collect your
child’s learning journal and any other belongings at this time.
We do ask for this small donation
to cover the cost of the file and
the printing.

Please call if you have any questions.

Contacts us via: e-mail

beechdale@durhamlearning.net
web site www.beechdale.durham.sch.uk
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Activities for home Learning
Oxford Owl https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/kids-activities/learning-activities-for-toddlers/
There are lots of games and activities you can do with your child to have fun together and get them developing important skills,
such as speaking and listening and developing eye-hand co-ordination such as singing together, painting and drawing, hands-on
games, reading books together and talking about numbers around you. Free download on a variety of activity sheets.

CBeebies https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies
Games, puzzles and quizzes for nursery, Reception age children. A variety of activities and videos to help children learn about
different topics. Quizzes, games, puzzles, Storytime and singalong.

Bright Horizons https://www.brighthorizons.com/life-at-home
Bringing the world home is a family guide and support for parents, learning at home activities, growing readers book recommendations educational apps and websites. Enjoy daily activities to do with your children such as cooking, craft and family dancing.
Ideas on how to use household items and recycling materials and still have fun with your children.

https://www.brighthorizons.co.uk/family-resources/play-and-learning/play-and-learning-at-home
Play and Learning at Home cards have been carefully created for parents to help you continue your child’s learning at home.
Each card has a different activity for children and helpful notes for parents to encourage their development. From growing
artists, green gardeners, to creative cooks, active athletes, creative readers and growing healthy hearts and minds.

https://www.brighthorizons.co.uk/coronavirus/coronavirus-information
To support for you and your family, we have created a number of helpful resources and guides – from talking to children about
coronavirus to activities for you and your family to do at home.

Boogie mites https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVvdCiJYbqA&t=1s
Fun song on washing your hands. Using lots of actions and movement and teaches children how to wash their hands properly.

Twinkl www.twinkl.co.uk
Free service for educators, parent and children to use whilst schools are closed. Each day you'll find a new set of daily activities to get involved with. This includes book readings, live lessons, positive news updates and more. A variety of activities are
available on a daily basis. There is a scheduled routine each day and activities range from Joe Wicks daily exercise, Phonics/
fine motor skills, number blocks, share a story and craft session. You even have a built in break and lunchtime.

David Walliams https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/activities
Fun activity worksheets for all ages Filled with all the wacky and wonderful characters in David Walliams' books, you can download any of these free activity sheets for hours of fun and learning at home!

Cosmic Kids www.youtube.com/user/cosmicKidsyoga
Yoga videos for Yoga, relaxation and mindfulness designed for children 3+. The activities use cool characters, Frozen Moana,
Harry Potter, Troll are among the few. It is an opportunity for children to learn about new situations and experiences through
Yoga. Children get the enjoyment whilst being active. It’s health screen time!

Funology https://www.funology.com/
A website with ideas for art and crafts, cooking/recipes, games as well as fun science experiments that can be carried out at
home. Check their art/craft activities, children are encouraged to use resources from within their environment, nature craft, recycling materials and child friendly recipes.

Summer Celebrations
We are hoping to hold some end of year summer celebrations in the last week of term. All of our
plans are very much depending on government guidelines, so we will keep you updated on this. But we
would love nothing more than to hold small groups of summer picnics during the last week of term.
This will also be a time to collect learning journals and any items you have left in school. You will receive more information on this during the next couple of weeks—once we know this type of event
might be possible.

